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Specific Aims 
The purpose of the study was to collect information from DNPs about 

the breadth of clinical activities performed in comprehensive care. The 

aims of the delineation study were to measure fundamental 

components of the clinical practice of comprehensive care and to 

determine the relationship between the components of clinical practice 

and the ABCC Examination.  

Background 
Comprehensive care is defined as care provided by a clinician who is 

knowledgeable about individuals’ health care needs across the 

lifespan, practices in all clinical settings, analyzes and interprets 

evidence as the basis for health care choices, and engages the patient 

in a collaborative relationship in the provision of continuous, 

coordinated services that include health promotion, disease 

prevention, and definitive disease management.   

Discussion 
DNPs in comprehensive care:  

• Provide care to patients throughout the lifespan and across 

setting 

• Identify content areas that were most relevant to the practice 

of comprehensive care were respiratory and cardiac 

interventions 

• Practice across all settings, predominantly in ambulatory 63% 

of their time 

• Spend most time providing continuing care followed closely by 

initial workups 

• Perform history and physical examination and prescribe 

clinical interventions and clinical therapeutics 

• Provide care across the lifespan, mostly to adult and geriatric 

age groups with significant time spent with children and 

adolescents 

 

Comparing DNPs vs DCC Exam Blueprint  

DNPs in comprehensive care spent similar average time 

• Engaged in initial care, continuing care and urgent care 

• Ordering laboratory and diagnostic studies 

• Making diagnoses 

• Making prognoses 

• Clinical Therapeutics 

• Using legal and ethical principles 

 

Respondents strongly agreed that DNPs specializing in 

comprehensive care demonstrate expertise in the provision, 

coordination, and direction of comprehensive care to patients, 

including those who present in healthy states and those who 

present with complex, chronic and/or co-morbid conditions, 

across settings and over time 

 

The results of this survey provide evidence that the DNP/DCC 

practices fully in comprehensive care. These results support the 

congruence between the role of the DNP in comprehensive care 

and the ABCC Examination blueprint, including the content and 

clinical tasks 

 

Survey Results 
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Methodology and Procedures 
Exploratory, survey design 

Data collection via electronic survey 

Survey Questions 
Conditions and components 

Clinical setting 

Comprehensive care clinical encounter frames 

Comprehensive care clinical tasks 

Patient populations 

Education and practice 

Data Analysis 
Descriptive statistics were used to summarize the conditions, settings, 

encounters, clinical tasks and patient population 

Frequencies and respondents’ rates were reported for most items 

Data on percentage of effort were reported as mean percentages 

Average percentages for DNP survey respondents were compared 

with average percentage on ABCC Examination blueprint 

Sample 
Diplomates in Comprehensive Care 

DNP graduates who are eligible to sit for ABCC Exam 

50 respondents 

82% respondent rate 


