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INTRODUCTION

Two Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 

programs with congruent missions came 

together to develop a consortium model 

to maximize efficiency and expertise in 

program delivery. Consortium features 

included curricular integrity; intra and 

interprofessional exposure for students; 

partnership models for health systems; 

and elective consortium courses.

One consortium initiative was to 

increase capacity to deliver quality 

healthcare services to vulnerable 

communities as this is viewed as a 

critical component in advancing the 

health of the nation. This effort resulted 

in a shared doctoral course to  

addressed practice and research 

competencies to enhance the health of 

vulnerable populations.

HEALTH DISPARITIES: FACULTY DEVELOPMENT

DNP preparation provides the 

foundation for the advanced practice 

provider to deliver high quality health 

services to those most at risk and 

partner in the redesign of health care.

Faculty utilized national documents to 

guide faculty and course development:

• HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and 

Ethnic Health Disparities (2011)

• National Stakeholder Strategy for 

Achieving Health Equity (2011)

• CDC Health Disparities and Inequalities 

Report-United States 2011 (MMWR, 2011)

• Healthy People 2020 

COURSE DEVELOPMENT 
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The elective course engages students 

from both universities in a learning 

environment to share resources and 

expertise. Students and faculty work 

collaboratively to define a community 

engagement activity and a tangible 

deliverable product that addresses a 

population health issue.

NUR 7250: Addressing Vulnerable 

Populations within a Social Justice 

Context: Implications for Advanced 

Nursing Practice 

• Students from both universities 

participated in the class (N=6)

• Course evaluation data were positive; 

examples of comments included:

• “readings were excellent, provided 

insight into vulnerable populations”

• “I learned to think globally and 

outside the box”

• “faculty asked thought provoking 

questions”

• “I learned about the importance of 

environment in population health”

IMPLEMENTATION

To expand faculty competence  in the 

health issues of vulnerable populations, 

a faculty team from the University of 

Detroit Mercy and Madonna University 

worked together to develop a workshop 

and an elective course. 

Faculty Workshop Goals 

1. Explore the context of population 

health and health disparity in DNP 

curricula.

2. Examine practice and research 

models of community engagement to 

address health disparity and promote 

population health.

3. Describe community engagement 

pedagogies to address health 

disparity.


