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È Develop an understanding of scholarship as it 
relates to the practice doctorate 

 

È Explore the historical underpinnings that have 
changed nursingõs view of knowledge generation 

 

È Understand the critical nature of the scholarly 
project and other scholarly work, which will  have 
an impact on the evolution of the DNP and 
practice outcomes 



È Enrollment and graduation rates are increasing 
(8973 enrolled/1581 grad 2011) 

 

È DNP is becoming part of the fabric of 
organizations, academia, entrepreneurial efforts 

 

È Poised to analyze the impact of the DNP 

 

È In fact, the relevancy of the DNP requires this 
analysis 
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È  In order to demonstrate a positive affect on health 
care; dissemination of results (part of scholarship) 
will be required  

 

È IOM Future of Nursing Report states that nurses 
should practice to the full extent of their training 
and be full partners in redesigning health care 

 

È There are many unanswered questions in the roles 
that DNPs take on and how to carve out the space 
for scholarship 



 

Any form of nursing intervention  that 
influences health care outcomes for 

individuals or populations ,  including the 
direct care of individual patients, management 

of care for individuals and populations, 
administration  of nursing and health care 
organizations, and the development and 
implementation of health policy (AACN, 2004) 



 

È Serious formal study or research of a subject 
(Merriam Websterõs Learners Dictionary, n.d.) 

 

 

 

È A way of being in the world (Magnum, 2010) 

 

 

È A feature of our continuing survival (Fawcett, 1999) 

 



È Activities that advance teaching, research and 
practice of nursing through rigorous inquiry 
(AACN, 1999) 

 

È Breadth/depth of knowledge within a defined 
area 

È Innovation and creativity  

È Exposure of the scholarly project to public 
scrutiny and review (Magnum, 2010) 

 



È Early to mid 20 th century ð narrow/science 
based 

 

È Boyer (1990) Scholarship Reconsidered 

 

È Need for social relevance and scientific 
advancement   (AACN , 2009) 

 

È Complexities of society and health care require 
a broader view (Reed & Shearer, 2011)  

 



 

 

How can the role of the scholar be defined 
in ways that not only affirm the past but 
also reflects the present and adequately 

anticipates the future? 


